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more> ^ir' than to the Pre8byterian religion." terlans BOSWELL. "You are joking." JOHNSON. "No, Sir, I really think so. Nay, Sir, of the two, I prefer the Popish." BOSWELL. "How so, Sir?" JOHNSON. "Why, Sir, the Presbyterians have no church, no apostolical ordination." BOSWELL. " And do you think that absolutely essential, Sir ? " JOHNSON. " Why, Sir, as it was an apostolical institution, I think it is dangerous to be without it. And, Sir, the Presbyterians have no publick worship : they have no form of prayer in which they know they are to join. They go to hear a man pray, and are to judge whether they will join with him." BOSWELL. " But, Sir, their doctrine is the same with that of the Church of England. Their confession of faith, and the thirty-nine articles, contain the same points, even the doctrine of predestination." JOHNSON. "Why, yes, Sir 5 predestination was a part of thfc clamour of the times, so it is mentioned in our articles, but with as little positivenesa as could be." BOSWELL. "Is it necessary, Sir, to believe all the thirty-nine articles?" JOHNSON. "Why, Sir, that is a question which has been much agitated. Some have thought it necessary that they should all be believed j others have considered them to be only articles of peace,1 that is to say, you are not to
1 [Dr. Simon Patrick, (afterwards Bishop of Ely) thus expresses himself on this subject, In a letter to the learned Dr. John Mapletoft, dated Feb. 8, 1681-3 :
"I always took the ARTICLES to be only articles of communion; and so Bishop Bramhall expressly main-